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1. Which of the eight marker categories did you select for further research and study, and why?

I chose to focus on a class struggle. The issue interests me as something of economics and morality. Most of the other categories are irrelevant to me personally or are discussed too much.

And while the ideal solution for issues such as race is perfect equality, a goal to which we are progressing, American capitalism mandates inequality between rich and poor, and that inequality is growing and concerning some. There is a constant struggle between rich and poor, and in some respects this coincides with the struggle between the government and corporations for power and with the struggle of the two main political parties for dominance.
2. How did you proceed in your researching to find the particular incident or event you ultimately selected?  Why did you narrow in on that specific topic?  How do you know the sources you consulted are reliable?  (Summarize your research process.  Also, include an appended list of Works Consulted following the 2009 updated MLA Style.  For citation style questions, use the OWL template located at http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/05/  and note there separate pages in column at left for different types of sources, such as books, electronic resources, etc.)

Once I had a category selected, I did some brief brainstorming and Google searching. When I recalled the Writers’ Strike, I chose it. It’s a recent event with memorable consequences that personally affected me; the Writers’ Strike shortened Season 4 of The Office. I watched that season recently, and when I was surprised to see short list of episodes, I had to do some research to discover the season was made during the Writers’ Strike.
To narrow in on a specific event in the strike, I chose the meeting that began the strike. Multiple events led up to the strike, but this meeting had the biggest impact by evaluating those events and deciding to strike.
My main sources are the Writers Guild website and the New York Times. The Writers Guild only presents one side of the argument, but it explains that side well. The New York Times and the Los Angeles Times are generally considered to be a reputable sources. Google Scholar was not useful for this assignment, and I suspect that most analysis of the strike and its effects have not been written yet. Wikipedia provided a general overview of the issue that was not easily found anywhere else.
3.  Summarize the particular incident or event you selected.  (Include basic information on who, what, when, where, why, and how.)

The Writers Guild of America, East and West, are two related labor unions that ran a three-month labor strike beginning in November 2007. The WGA represents film, TV, and radio news writers, and the 12,000 writers who participated in the strike. The Alliance of Motion Picture and Television Producers (AMPTP) represents the film companies, and is the organization that interfaces with the WGA.
The WGA began the strike because attempts to renew a contract with the AMPTP were rejected. The previous contract expired on October 31st, and the WGA met the next day to announce a strike that began on November 5th. The strike was nationwide, with an obvious extra impact near Hollywood. The strike mainly used traditional tactics: picketing and refusing to work.
The strike was a class struggle between middle-class writers and large corporations that represented the interests of their wealthy owners. The main issue, according to the WGA, was revenue on new media that would not be shared with the writers. It was a small problem at that time, but it was a problem that could become worse over the next generation. The WGA was somewhat proactive to argue over residuals on new media before they became financial significant.
It was for these reasons that the leaders of the WGA decided on November 1st to strike.

4.  Discuss some historical, political, social, or economic forces at work that helped provoke this incident or event.
Two issues led to the strike: consolidation of media companies (an economic force) and new media (an historical force). The strike came shortly after the WGA’s contract with the Alliance of Motion Picture and Television Producers expired, but the issues existed before the contract expired.
The labor unions have (nearly) a monopoly on writers, and the AMPTP and the consolidation of media companies have (nearly) a monopoly on jobs and the industry, thus demanding an agreement between the two. Curious about the consolidation, I picked a random movie and traced its production to one of the five main media companies. Despicable Me is made by Universal Pictures, which is part of NBC Universal, which is part of GE. As the WGA’s website notes, union members are middle-class workers who depend on residual revenues due to intermittent and common unemployment. Consolidation of the media companies helped the AMPTP monopolize and pay low residual commissions to the writers. This prompted the strike.
Another issue was new media, media using new technology. Companies are eager to profit on the Internet and mobile media but reluctant to give residuals to writers. A similar struggle happened years earlier when companies began to profit from sales of home media tapes. The WGA retrospectively looked at that past event and decided to demand more.
5.  Discuss ways that this incident or event influenced change toward social justice or equality if it occurred in the past.  Discuss ways you envision it influencing change toward social justice or equality if it has only recently occurred.
It is predicted that in the future, the majority of income for media companies will come through the Internet, through streaming to personal computers and other media-playing devices. If that new media income is not shared with writers, that career field will suffer. This past strike hopefully secured writers’ income from the next generation of media. The strength of the teamwork shown by the strikers has probably set a precedent for respectable wages despite the near monopoly of writer labor demand that the media industry has. The issue of new media residuals may not be resolved yet, but the strike will have a large impact nonetheless.
6.  Give specific evidence of how people from different cultural, racial, or ethnic groups worked together in some positive way leading up to this incident or event, during this incident or event, or as a result.
David Carr of the New York Times summarized it well: “By taking a reflexively hard line in the negotiations from the start, the studios more or less invited the strike, calculating that the writers, a disparate group with varying interests, would quickly splinter. They guessed wrong: despite constant suggestions that cracks were appearing, the center held.”

Carr wrote that article to point out the short-term economic loss for the writers who volunteered to lose three months of work. Some lucrative writing positions disappeared due to the strike, also hurting the writers in the short term. And yet, the strike happened and effective. 12,000 participants is the majority of the members of the WGA, and they worked together for mutual benefit.
Actors such as Robin Williams also supported the strike at the picket lines even though they aren’t members of the WGA. Regardless of his motives, Robin Williams (and others) realized the importance of the writers and acted quickly, just a few days into the strike. Williams is above the hardship of the writers and is culturally different in that respect, but he helped regardless.
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