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Journal (Nonfiction Section)

Week 6

Possible topics for my non-fiction piece:

- A memoir of my whole life. I was home-schooled, have visited many countries, am the oldest of five children, was interested in math and reading before I could use computers, and had considerable free time as a child.

- A memoir of the last 3 – 5 years of my life. I’ve learned much about computers in this time, so I could focus on my approach to motivation, procrastination, and problem solving.

- A satire showing everything that went wrong in my early childhood. IE I was one of those kids who never took piano lessons.

- A satire on how annoying my little brother can be.

- A memoir on the events of last summer, or maybe summer 2007. It wasn’t necessarily eventful then, but at least I have some blog posts for some fact checking.

I’d probably have a hard time getting enough facts and vivid descriptions for the first three options. As good as they might turn out, I can’t remember all that much about my childhood, and I probably didn’t know what was going on back then even if I could remember it.

On second thought… I’d make for a boring topic of an essay or book. While I could fill pages, I don’t have a distinct point to make, or a big climax or conclusion. The satire style could help, but I still think I need those in my writing. I thought about writing about Bill Gates instead, but apparently he grew up in Washington.

It’s hard to select a topic… but I hadn’t thought of writing about just a single international trip I had taken. One trip was to Hong Kong and India, and another one was Togo, Kenya, and Ethiopia. This later trip must have been six years ago, but I think more happened there, and I did keep a short journal. This subject will most likely diminish the satire angle, but I think it will work well. Coincidentally, one of the people I met in Ethiopia is in town and visited today. It was a missions trip to visit a missionary in Kenya, a feeding center in Ethiopia, and a Mercy Ships medical ship stationed at Togo. It shouldn’t be hard to fill six pages, since the trip breaks into three parts and my dad, who went with me, can fill in any missing details. The purpose of the article will mostly be to describe an interesting and rare trip, but also to show what these people are doing, and how conditions are in some poorer countries.

I can write about the huge size of the Mercy Ships vessel, the safari in Kenya, the sponge-like bread they eat in Ethiopia, and the part I forgot to mention earlier where we went to the Netherlands. Here is my writing proposal:

I’ve visited several countries, but my best trip was six years ago when I visited four different countries. It could be classified as a mission’s trip, although it was more of a “tag along with my dad, the church missions pastor” trip to see what our church and others were doing. We spent a few days on a large ship docked in Togo, and saw it providing medical services to the people, then went to Kenya to visit a missionary and go on a safari. The two-week trip ended with shorter visits to a feeding center in Ethiopia and to a missionary couple in the Netherlands. There’s a lot to describe: the maze-like levels of the ship, the animals, the poverty, the windmills, and the implications. While the overall amazement of these new experiences can fill my nonfiction piece, I can also add my thoughts toward the whole journey, and I probably have more now than I did back then.

My primary fact-checking source will be the journal I kept. My assignment isn’t already written for me though, because the journal was non-descriptive, kept to the facts instead of my opinions, and was even so direct as to cite the time of day for every event. It will be a great source of the facts though, as anything this long ago without documentation is all but forgotten. My main task and goal will be to combine this source with a vague recollection of the trip to provide some vivid descriptions: imagery and a sense of being there.

My other sources will include my dad, pictures (and video if I can find any), and the Mercy Ships website. For specific info on the missionaries, I’ll find a source when I get to that point; I can email the missionaries for an interview if I can’t find some information elsewhere.

CWG WIP 8.1.2

William Least Heat Moon references the potentially major topics of his career as an English teacher, his marriage, and a friend named Eddie Short Leaf.

Nothing particularly proves this work is fiction or nonfiction, although the disjointed and ho-hum events suggest the confines of nonfiction.

A not-so-serious experience of mine, but similar in form to Moon’s, happened yesterday when, after two or three hours of playing, I failed to complete Event 50 on a video game. This induced a rather terrifying panic as I realized that not only was homework piling up and I had done none of it, but also that I didn’t have anything to show for the time spent. This led to a quick mental tally of all the things that keep me from working efficiently, and to the ever so frequent call for optimization in the daily lifestyle. I knew something needed to change, and games never provided long-term progress. (But obviously not much has changed since yesterday.)

CWG WIP 8.6.1

Hughes’ overall topic is his experiences regarding faith and religion, although what he is really concerned with is his emotions and his thoughts on them as a child: does God exist?

CWG WIP 8.6.2

Details in this story include dramatics: the preacher used “moans and shouts,” the children cried, his aunt cried, and “the whole room broke into a sea of shouting.” These show how big, emotional, and important the scene was to him. Also some dialect was repeated for added emphasis; this makes the event seem like something from a dream.

The story also emphasizes how all the attention from everyone in the church was on him, which shows how nervous he must have been. He was looking for some physical sign, but was worried when he couldn’t find it. All he remembers is chaos and failure.

Summarizing Magazine Articles

Reader’s Digest might not be the best place to look for adventurous stories, but it’s about all we have here. One story from June 2008 entitled “Into the Wild” told the story of a couple that was stuck in a blizzard overnight. One notable writing technique is the inclusion of details that, despite seeming boring, contributed to the suspense. The details both promoted imagery, and delayed the main suspense of the adventure story. The story was quite simple: a couple had driven 20 miles of the roads to see some wild horses, when a blizzard came. The couple waited in their car a bit for help, but ultimately had to walk back to town, when the search teams failed. They were lost for almost two weeks. If this can fill six pages, I shouldn’t have trouble making mine that length.
Another story, from the November 2008 edition, is entitled “Jungle Rescue.” It tells the story of a man who has been rescuing orangutans from illegal hunting and shrinking forests for 20 years, adding background info on the human-like characteristic of the orangutans, and the perils they face. He started a rehab center for hurt orangutans in Indonesia. When it didn’t do enough, he decided to grow a new 5,000 acre rainforest. The man has made this a life-long project, and is still working on it. While this story was greatly exciting, it still manages to relay the events in a somewhat captivating way.
Week 7

Reading the examples of opening hooks reminds me of one of the unique things about the story I am going to write: I was only 12 years old. Things seemed bigger back then, and I hope to capture that in my work.
Searching for online magazines that accept nonfiction memoir-style writing is tough: most sites seem interested in politics and fashion, leaving the stories to the books. http://www-as.phy.ohiou.edu/~rouzie/569A/compcreative/Journals.htm lists some magazines that accept creative writing, but they are more educational than mainstream. Additionally, they are mostly for poetry, and of the two sites I tried, one was offline, and the other was ad-parked. The closest Salon.com and Slate offered were book reviews: http://www.salon.com/books/literary_guide/2006/09/18/australia/index.html and http://www.slate.com/id/2116040/. The New Yorker didn’t seem to have anything like this, although the aptly named article titles might have hidden some stories. Compared to these, Reader’s Digest (mentioned last week) seems like the best potential publisher, but most likely they only publish articles from on-staff writers. So I’ll apparently have to write a book to get any sort of publicity.
CWG WIP 8.8.1

Scene 1: his aunt drags him to church. Scene 2: the church is emotionally passionate, and everything is going well. It is almost the author’s turn to get up; suspense is rising because he might do something wrong. Scene 3: the author fails to get up, thus causing everyone to cry and worry. There is a sense of panic. Scene 4 briefly shows him getting up, and all the people in the church rejoicing. Scene 5: the author is back in his bedroom, crying that he fooled the church people. His aunt doesn’t understand what he has done. So each scene shows a different emotion, and could be used without the other scenes.
CWG WIP 8.9.1

This short story is not about fashion, but about the clash of American and Jewish styles, and how people without mainstream fashion want to fit in. This is noticed when an American critiques the author’s work and finds it out of style just like her clothes. The prevalent American culture implies superiority, and the author wants to be part of it, but she doesn’t join it, because she knows superficial fashion isn’t as important as Americans make it seem.
CWG WIP 8.9.2

Ross’ self-image frustratingly low, but ultimately she knows she should live with it instead of trying to conform. She was “frightened” by her Uncle Saul and thought he was a bit crazy to spend his life on fitting in; his career was spent on producing American noses through plastic surgery. She isn’t especially happy about being Jewish, but has decided to live with it. She feels the same way about her fashion and her nose: they aren’t the most fashionable, but that doesn’t matter as much as everyone seems to think. The story is entitled “Seeking Home” because she wants to fit into America. She decides to accept herself instead of trying to fit in.
Opening Hooks

“Genetic Engineering” clearly uses a character hook, beginning with a description of the author’s quirky father. “Smart Guy” uses a theme hook: being a day laborer isn’t much to write about, but IQs and bragging rights are. “Kubota” begins with an action hook: they quickly respond to the attacks!!!
Week 8

My nonfiction story could start with a variety of settings:
If it starts at the airport before my first flight, I could describe my family and emphasize how young I was. I could present my feelings, as if I reflected on the trip before it started. The character hook could contrast my age with the magnitude of the trip.

If it starts on the airplane, my opening hook could be a lengthy description of the airplane. I was used to flying, so knew how to handle all the meals, TV schedules, sleeping, and boredom. This setting hook could work, as it reminds the reader how dreamy and exciting flying internationally can be.

If my story starts when I have already landed at my first stop and arrived at my first destination, it would use an action hook. Suddenly I am going places, and can flash back to the trip over; after the first action is done, I can present a proper intro.
CWG WIP 8.11.1
A) The speaker would use a forceful tone, determination, and logic. “You must approve this bill to win Florida!”
B) This would produce a weaker voice. “I… can’t explain it.”

C) Anger produces almost irrationally over-the-top arguments. “How could you possibly approve the new tax for anything other than winning votes? You represent the Marxist idiocy that Americans have feared for generations.”

D) Reflection induces calmness and triviality. “Isn’t the sunset beautiful this evening?”

CWG WIP 8.13.1

I’ve tried to justify the blur of a childhood I led. If I don’t remember accomplishing anything significant, and can’t seem to remember having the best times or the most fun, what good does my childhood do? Was I bored for ten years of my life? Could I have been a better person if some old wise man had given me a few words of advice? The quest for infinite perfection frustrates me like this.
Week 9

My first flash-fiction story will reveal a secret lair of R&D, run completely by kids, hidden in a hill just outside of the suburbs of a new and large city. The lair was started by a small group of kids about ten years before the story occurs, but soon had over 100 members due to the large size of the city. The lair primarily focused on hardware development, software development, and hacking – and all of these provided more than enough funds for the necessary start-up costs. It featured next-gen security and was fronted as a hang-out cave. None of the kids were particularly mean, but like adults, selfish motives made it inevitable: a sell-out would come one day.
CWG WIP 9.1.1

The author expresses her family life and history and present circumstances by noting their poverty, that she likes Barbie dolls, and that she apparently has a sister. She seems to know about the typical Hollywood romance, suggesting that she lives in America. She is engaged in her play, but bored with being poor. She seems to want more toys, but is subtly growing tired of her childhood. She is somewhat creative to make her own accessories for the dolls.
CWG WIP 9.2.1

Bob brought a fair amount of diversity to Harvard. He had been raised by penguins in the Antarctic until last month. He showed an amazing mastery of Calculus despite not knowing English. His hair had died of frostbite, giving him a sophisticated look that became the new look for chess players everywhere.
CWG WIP 9.2.2

I’ll describe my little brother since I don’t know anyone in this (online) course.
He’s blonde, almost eleven, and a big fan of Nintendo, and lives in his tree house. He’s fairly creative and annoying, likes to run fast, and tries to make money by reselling things.
So… in case you can’t figure out which detail was added… we don’t have a tree house.

CWG WIP 9.3.1

Conflict is the reason we can’t watch TV 18 hours everyday. People want to do things that aren’t easy (in this case, affording TV without working). There is also the conflict of interest, in which a decision must be made, and there is no win-win option.
Conflict is prevalent, always. Right now I have deadlines to make: I must focus on school over other things, and if I can’t meet both of the deadlines, I have to pick one subject to postpone. Can I afford to take a break every 3 minutes to find a good song to play? Should I study for the test that starts in four hours? Should I focus on my hobbies and not care so much about my grades? There is plenty of conflict.
Not all conflicts get resolved, but conflicts that do get resolved usually required determination and good logic. Two certain semi-major conflicts in the past were resolved with (1) deciding not to get a job unless it would help with my career, and (2) trying to get good grades. The real effects haven’t been seen yet, but in a few years – say by the time I’m 22 – I should have a jumpstart on career, compared to people who are still in school at that age.
CWG WIP 9.4.2

Any specific memory… a few weeks ago I made my first visit to SJSU’s computer science club room. It was an average size for a classroom, but more suited to a LAN party than any educational environment: crowded and nosy. There were two isles of desks, cluttered with just about everything, but primarily with food and maybe two dozen laptops. The walls were lined with couches, and one corner was particularly crowded with Super Smash Brothers gamers. I could tell what was most popular among the students: Anime, Facebook, gaming, or schoolwork? It seemed like a utopia without rules – of everything high schools would ban – and yet the people were friendly and civilized. I half wished could live there, but my better judgment suggested I wouldn’t be able to focus while surrounded by so many relevant and interesting discussions.
CWG WIP 9.4.3

“The Facebook Election” (Reader’s Digest) looks at social network’s affects on the election. This could be the beginning of a juicy conspiracy theory. Mark Z (founder of Facebook) probably knows his power and is using everything from targeted ads to search result sorting in order to control people’s minds in the voting. He probably hires minions to delete every anti-Obama comment on the site. If this works, he’ll use it to blacklist one competitor at a time, and then force site visitors to recruit all their friends, until Facebook is the only web site in existence. Then he’ll use it offline, to become the #1 power in the world. Just wait…
In closing, resistance is futile.

