Almost every reading this semester has dealt with the battle between self-serving motives and justice.

In government and justice, the writers either described injustice or proposed plans to eliminate it.

In ethics and morality, the writers were concerned with the struggle to overcome self-serving motives.

For my essay, I presented Machiavelli's strategy for maintaining power through manipulation and deceit, to argue against it.

The battle between self-serving motives and justice is often seen as a battle between success and virtue, with the assumption that

Machiavelli was right when he said, "a man who wishes to [be] good at all times will come to ruin among so many who are not good."

To argue against this, I will show that one can be both virtuous and successful, through the example of MLK.

King was the main political leader in the civil rights movement, and consequently faced leadership challenges like the ones Machiavelli wrote of in The Qualities of the Prince.

But as a Christian, King could not use Machiavelli's low tactics.

For example, Machiavelli promoted power through weapons and force.

King was caught in the tense civil rights movement when violence was a potential, and some were promoting violence.

Against Machiavelli's advice, King promoted civil nonviolence.

Some might assume force and violence are necessary for rule, but King successfully furthured the movement and became famous.

Machiavelli also wrote that virtue will cause ruin, but this did not stop King.

King did not focus on his self-image as political figure, but instead worked only to further the civil rights movement.

He did not use deception to make the movement appeal to a wider audience, but accurately represented it.

This gave him enemies, even at the church, but ultimately did not hinder King's success or stop the civil rights movement.

Machiavelli also promoted cruelty and manipulation, but King ignored these.

He did not try to revenge the violence of other players in the civil rights movement.

He did not use manipulation to appear powerful; one historian (Carson) notes that he "publicly acknowledged his own limitations."

